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THIS [S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION, 


Initiol nepotictions for a new collective controct for the nonelieensed per 
sommol of the losal netrolouwn commardes’? marine conartnents* berred dow 
completely in cerly Juno 1951 as a result of Gisoereement over the Mret 

clouse of labor's pronosol, the so=called inclusion” elouse, waich vorld 

rake certoin Lard=besci personnel of the marine depertronis elicible for 
whatever benefits aml concessions ore erornted to tanker personnel, The 

iecal. Labor inspector finally voferred | the case to the Labor lGnistry im 
Caracas, Vonesucla, for a decision, and nogot tietions wore discontimed pend- 
ing notivieation of the linistry's vwieu of the nattor, The petrolewun comenies 
were informed on 11 June 1951 that the [inistry had ruled in fever of the com» 
nonies, declaring that land-based merina nersormne) vere olready Included in the 
catesory coyered by the government's deerce of 9 April 1951, making then Jn- 
oligible for inclusion in the current merotiations. 


Official. discussione wore resumed on 13 June 1951, with another meeting on the 
following day, Indostriel reletions offiecre of the various compenics vill 

nola en infornol necting omeng thenselves on 16 June 1951 to pian thoiy strategy 
for future neetings vith the unten, ubich vill bo reaymod on 16 June 1951, 


The meetings of 13 and 14 dune 1951 wore, aa expected, alnoct a weste of tine, 
The secoml elouse of the union nronesal, dealt with definitions ‘of the varLous 
terns used in the ciphty rermining clauses. There was considerable biekering 
over nem of the definitions, but « setisfactory apreenent vos reached by both 
sides, at vnich time the commonies rede 16 clear thet they would not ecocpt bie: 
pa ortite om trlportite comuissions for settlement of dispittes or cloims, 


The next elausce, which colled for a goneral pay increase of five bolivares per 
day, ves temporarily rejeetod by the componies on the grounds thet this point 
should not cone up for final @incussion wstil the other clauses hed been com 
sidered, Industry strategy in this netter will meke a reasonoblo coumter~ 
proposal at o later cate. Tt has sencrally been regarded by COmporgy officials 
thet oprroxinateiy two bolivercs per day would be an ecudtable increase, Howe 
aver, the exeet snout involved in the courtor-proposnl, uhich night eventually 
be ehove the tyuo~-bolivar figure, vill depend entirely on the artcore of the 
other points under discussion, 


The fourth clause, thich deranded a forty-hour work week, was flatly rojectod 

by the compenics, ‘the fifth and Inst cleuse to be discussed so fax dealt with 

hours and pey of a snecials ist cutegory, the pwimcn. This was also rejected 
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by the ecrmanies, The finel act of the meeting held on 14 June 1951 was the 
union's refusal to accent the rejections of clauses four and five. 


6, Porfirio Mervol, lecder of Pertide Revolucionsrio del. Proletariode (Comumista), 
cane to Uaracaibo from the eastern part of Venezuela in iy 1951, honing to 
represent the non-Licensed nersonnel in negoticting a new econtrect, Yering the 
first week of June 1951 he presented to the labor ingnector his petition, 
siened by 250 seemen vho oereed to have him renresent ther and aged for a 
mnoeting with of]. cormeny renresentatives, A brief meeting ves held shortly 
thereafter, at which time the comnenies ssked for a delay of three weeks before 
initiating forme! discussions, as they had done when the wnion petition wos 
submitted, che compary reenest was srented by the lebor inspector end agreed 
upon by Merval, ‘The next meeting with hin has been scheduled for 25 June 1951, 
at which time the cormanies hone to have hin and his fection declered ineligible 
to nepotiote be the labor inspector, on the srounds thet he docs not renresent 
at leest seventy-five rercent of labor, a stipulation of the lsbor code, 


25X1A L Sot Lobor realizes that tanker wersonne! will be considerably re» 
mced after Shell inaugurates its new pipeline to the Peraruanna neninsula, This 
realization could wroduce one of two effects: they will. either be more willing 
to commremise in view of their ebviousiy weakened nosition, or it may induce 
them to orke © last-ditch, determined stand, 


The nev union is in on exter mely difficult nosition. fts current vrestice and 
nerhove Ite entire future hinces on the present negotictions, 4A suceesafrl 
settlenent, edventageous to labor, » Would, be avite a feather In the union's can, 
Orn ‘the other hand, if it vere to necoticte & contract uhich later nroved to be 
umonulor with labor, it vould constitute a seriovs handicap for the union. 

25X1A fence, the negotiating union will probably be forced to weigh the issnes with 
rueval eeution in ettermting to errive ct an advantageous balence. 
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